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Leave the cat in place

 

 
 
 
When should I bring a cat to a shelter?
If you find a lost cat in any of these situations, please bring
them to the shelter  that contracts with your municipality.

• In danger
• Injured or sick
• Orphaned kitten(s)

HSSW holds most of the municipal contracts in Rock County.

 
 
 
 

• Lost cats are up to 50 times more likely to be reunited with
their owners if they stay in their neighborhood than through
an animal shelter.1

• Only 3% of cats are reunited with their families through a
shelter.2

• 75% of lost cats are found within 1/3 of a mile from home.3

Historically, “stray cats” have made up the majority of intake at
shelters across the country. This can leave shelters crowded
and less able to provide appropriate care for animals who do
need sheltering, such as sick and injured animals, or those
whose owners can no longer keep them.4
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If the cat is not in danger, injured, or sick, leave the cat alone
and/or put them back where they were found. A stray cat’s
best chance of finding their owner is to leave them alone.
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